
Before the  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D.C. 

PUBLIC HEARING -- October 18, 1972 

Application No. 11159 Rogers Memorial Hospital, appellant 

THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR OF THE D I S T R I C T  OF COLUMBIA, appellee 

On motion duly made, seconded and carr ied i n  the  absence 
of Messrs. Scrivener and Mackey, t he  following Order of t he  
Board was entered a t  t he  meeting of November 1, 1972. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDER -- December 20 ,  1972 

ORDERED : 

That the  applicat ion for  permission t o  provide accessory 
parking f o r  Rogers Memorial Hospital a t  203 8th  S t r e e t ,  N.E. ,  
l o t s  79-82, 810, 815, 75-77 i n  Square 917 be CONDITIONALLY 
GRANTED. 

F INDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The subject  property is located a t  208 8th S t r e e t ,  
N.E. (on the  corner of 8th and Constitution Ave., N.E.)  and 
is zoned R-4, which is defined by the  Zoning Regulations as 
an area of row dwellings and conversions. 

2 .  A t  t he  present time the  l o t s  included in  the  appli- 
ca t ion herein a re  vacant and/or unoccupied family dwellings. 
The vacant l o t s  a re  the  r e s u l t  of previously demolished 
family dwellings. 

3 .  Applicant seeks t h i s  Board's permission t o  es tab l i sh  
the proposed parking l o t s  pursuant t o  Section 3104.45 of t he  
Zoning Regulations which necess i ta tes  a specia l  exception 
t h a t  must be approved by the  Board of Zoning Adjustment t o  
locate  an accessory parking l o t  on l o t s  other than the  l o t  on 
which the  main building i s  located. 

4. Applicant proposes t o  use the  l o t s  s i t e d  herein for  
accessory parking for  Rogers Memorial Hospital. Applicant 
fur ther  notes t h a t  the  proposed parking l o t s  w i l l  be designed 
t o  accommodate hospi ta l  employees, physicians and v i s i t o r s .  
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5. Rogers Memorial Hospi ta l ,  appl icant  he re in ,  has j u s t  
commenced a  major cons t ruc t ion  p r o j e c t  which is  renovat ing and 
modernizing t h e  e x i s t i n g  h o s p i t a l  and is adding new emergency 
c a r e  f a c i l i t y  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

6. The add i t ion  of t h e  emergency c a r e  f a c i l i t y  is absorbing 
a  l a r g e  amount of t h e  e x i s t i n g  parking and, i n  add i t ion ,  t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  equipment and o the r  c  m s t r u c t  ion purposes a r e  
d i sp lac ing  a  l a rge  number of t h e  e x i s t i n g  parking l o t s .  

7. Opposition was voiced a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing;  p r imar i ly  
from Victor Grey, 628 C S t r e e t ,  N.E., which is  approximately 
50 yards from t h e  proposed l o t  a t  7th and C S t r e e t s ,  N. E.  

8. The neighboring c i v i c  a s soc ia t ions  and t h e  h o s p i t a l  
have negot ia ted  a t  g r e a t  lengths and reached a  mutual under- 
s tanding  which has been reduced t o  w r i t i n g  i n  a  document 
e n t i t l e d  - "Memorandum of Understanding." This memorandum 
was s igned and dated October 17, 1972. The p a r t i e s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
a r e  ; Rogers Memorial Hospit a 1  , S t  an t  on Park Neighborhood 
Associat ion and t h e  Cap i to l  H i l l  Res tora t ion  Society.  

9. Many l e t t e r s  i n  support  of Rogers Memorial app l i ca t ion  
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  parking space were submitted t o  t h e  f i l e  and 
have been evaluated by t h e  Board. 

OPINION : 

This is an a p p l i c a t i o n  by Rogers Memorial Hospi tal  t o  
secure  a  s p e c i a l  exception which would enable t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o  
l o c a t e  accessory parking on l o t s  o the r  than t h e  l o t  t h e  main 
bu i ld ing  is  loca ted  

The app l i ca t ion  he re in  i s  f o r  permission t o  use t h e  pre-  
mises a t  203 8 t h  S t r e e t ,  N.E., a s  accessory parking f o r  t h e  
h o s p i t a l .  Said premises a r e  loca ted  on t h e  corner  of 8 t h  
S t r e e t  and Cons t i tu t ion  Avenue, N.E. 

Rogers Memorial Hospi tal  acquired t h e  above p r o p e r t i e s  
because they a r e  loca ted  immediately adjacent  t o  t h e  main 
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hosp i t a l  f a c i l i t y ,  and a r e  i n  d i r e  need of t h e  add i t iona l  
parking space t o  accommodate t h e  h o s p i t a l ' s  scheduled con- 
s t r u c t i o n  and expansion program. 

It  is t he  considered opinion of t h i s  Board t h a t  t h e  
applicant  has worked hard t o  make sure  t h a t  t h e  c i t i z e n s  of 
t h e  surrounding community know about and support t he  plans 
t o  provide a  modern hosp i t a l  and improved medical care  center  
fo r  t h e  Capitol  H i l l  area.  

The f i l e  r e f l e c t s  support l e t t e r s  from various c i v i c ,  
church, and s o c i a l  organizations (14).  In essence, they a l l  
r e l a t e  t o  t h e  Board t h a t  Rogers Memorial is t he  only hosp i t a l  
ava i lab le  t o  the  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  sec t ion  of t h e  
inner-ci ty.  Further ,  they a s s e r t  t h a t  t he  medical se rv ice  
rendered by t h e  hosp i ta l  is of v i t a l  importance t o  t h e  community 
and without it t h e  community would be hard pressed f o r  any 
type of medical traetment.  We agree, and f o r  these  reasons it 
is  v i t a l  t h a t  Rogers Memorial Hospital  be permitted t o  expand 
and u t i l i z e  t h e  proposed l o t s .  

Support a l s o  is noted f o r  t he  h o s p i t a l ' s  p ro jec t  i n  re-  
moving old  houses i n  t h e  neighborhood as  they have been the  
cause of b l i g h t ,  areas where l i t t e r  gathers .  

In the  f i n a l  ana lys i s ,  we a r e  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t he  applicant  
has worked with t h e  neighborhood and t h a t  t h e  two have reached 
a  mutual understanding. In the  l i g h t  of t he  above f a c t s ,  we 
grant  t he  appl ica t ion here in  f o r  accessory parking. 

We a r e  of t h e  opinion t h a t  the  establishment of t h i s  
accessory parking l o t  w i l l  not c r ea t e  any dangerous o r  other- 
wise object ionable t r a f f i c  condit ions.  The present  character  
and fu tu re  development of t h e  neighborhood wi l lno t  be adversely 
af fec ted .  The l o t  i s  reasonably necessary and convenient t o  other  
uses i n  t h e  v i c in i t y .  

This order s h a l l  be subject  t o  the  following conditions: 
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a. A l l  areas dev oted t o  driveways, access lanes, and 
parking areas s h a l l  be maintained with a paving of material  
forming an all-weather impervious surf ace. 

b. An eight  (8) inch coping s h a l l  be erected and main- 
tained along each s ide  of a l l  driveways t o  protect  the  public 
space. 

c. Bumper stops s h a l l  be erected and maintained for the  
protect  ion of a l l  adjoining buildings. 

d. No vehicle or  any par t  thereof s h a l l  be permitted 
t o  project  over any l o t  or  building l i n e  or  on or over the  
public space. 

e. A l l  pa r t s  of t he  l o t  s h a l l  be kept f r ee  of refuse or 
debris  and s h a l l  be paved or landscaped. Landscaping s h a l l  be 
maintained i n  a healthy growing condition and i n  a neat and 
orderly appearance. Landscaping plans must be approved by 
the  Department of Highways and Traff ic .  

f .  No other use s h a l l  be conducted from or  upon the  
premises and no s t ruc ture  other than an a t tendant ' s  she l te r  
s h a l l  be erected or used upon the  premises unless such use 
or s t ruc tu re  is otherwise permitted i n  t h e  zoning d i s t r i c t  
i n  which the  parking l o t  i s  located. 

g. Any l ight ing used t o  il luminate the  parking l o t  o r  i t s  
accessory building s h a l l  be so arranged tha t  a l l  d i rec t  rays 
of such l ight ing a re  confined t o  the  surface of the  parking 
l o t .  

h. Parking is for pr ivate  vehicles only; no trucks. 

Permit s h a l l  not i ssue u n t i l  a l l  conditions of t h i s  Order 
have been met and complied with and fur ther ,  the  Board reserves 
the  r ight  t o  d i rec t  revocation of permit upon proper showing 
t h a t  any terms or  conditions of t h i s  Order have been violated.  
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BY ORDER OF THE D. C. BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED : 

B y  : 
GEORGE A. GROGAN . .. . .. 

Secretary of the B o a r d  

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF 

S I X  MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OR 

OCCUPANCY PERMIT IS F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD OF S I X  MOW :IS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE 

DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 


